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Bob Richard

Deputy Associate Administrator, Hazardous Materials Safety
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration

US Department of Transportation (PHH-2)

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

East Bldg. Second Floor

Washington, DC 20590-0001

Dear Bob:

The North American Automotive Hazmat Action Committee (NAAHAC) hereby submits a petition for
rulemaking pursuant to 49 CFR, Part 106, Subpart B, §106.95, and requesting amendments to
49 CFR, §173.166.

NAAHAC is a not-for-profit organization representing vehicle manufacturers, and their key suppliers.
Several months ago, NAAHAC members met with your staff in Washington and discussed the
possibility of revising Section 173.166 to eliminate the use of EX numbers for transportation and
approval. NAAHAC members feel that having EX numbers offers no benefit to transportation safety.
While the EX number currently provides assurance to law enforcement and emergency responders
that testing and approval has been attained, this can be done at the level of the test report. Further,
having EX numbers places a burden on the automotive industry to maintain EX number traceability
and apply EX numbers on shipping papers throughout the supply chain.

Our proposal would remove the need for two DOT Special Permits held by NAAHAC (SP 13996-
which deals with transportation in returnable packaging, and SP 12332-which deals with special
packaging, relief from EX # documentation, etc., when shipping airbags and seat-belt pretensioners
for recycling).

Proposal

NAAHAC hereby petitions PHMSA to amend 49 CFR §173.166 as recommended by the following:

173.166 — Air bag inflators, air bag modules, and seat-belt pretensioners

(a) Definitions. An air bag inflator (consisting of a casing containing an igniter, a booster material, a
gas generant and, in some cases a pressure vessel [cylinder] with non-flammable gas), is a gas
generator used to inflate an air bag in a supplemental restraint system in a motor vehicle. An air bag
module is the air bag inflator plus an inflatable bag assembly. A seat-belt pretensioner contains
similar hazardous materials and is used in the operation of a seat-belt restraining system in a motor
vehicle.

(b) Classification. An air bag inflator, air bag module, or seat-belt pretensioner may be classed and
offered for transportation as Class 9 (UN3268) if:















